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Each of us has dreams. Most of them fade away too quickly. Some of them, perhaps, you can recall the next day. But only a few remain forever.

The BMW Z8.

| had never before seen a country of such beauty. This, then, is where the authors of the bible found their paradise. They came to Jamaica and wrote down what they saw. (Errol Flynn / My wicked, wicked ways, 1978)
Jamaica - a dream island in the Caribbean. With an exceedingly distinguished past. Even today, the aura of the elegant '50s and '60s hangs over many parts of Jamaica, from the time when the most
prosperous and powerful retreated here to create an enclave in and around Port Antonio, where being rich was the most normal thing in the world.You would, after all, be amongst your own sort, far

away from all mundane matters. Surrounded by lush vegetation, fantastic landscapes and an ever-mild climate: a world in which you could purely and simply enjoy life.




Just seeing it isn’t enough.

You've also got to hear,feeland dr i v e

the BMW Z8.




Unfortunately, the ravages of time are invisibly gnawing away at many things. For example,
at the Folly Estate, a country house in Jamaica which a jeweller once had built for himsaif
and his family. Regrettably, the concrete used in its construction was mixed with seawater,
which rapidly exposed the house to dilapidation. In contrast, the BMW ZB8 has been
designed so that the time factor is of no significance. Its design concept is a tribute to one
of the finest cars ever built - the 1956 BMW 507 - and, despite changes in its sense of
style and manner of creation, it remains sublime. lis engineering represents the pinnacie
of automobile construction at the start of the new millennium. This is the only way the Z8
can meet the demands for which it Is daslgned: an open two-seater as a dream car

bayond the dictates of fashion and the taste of the moment.
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In the Z8, time isn’'t measured in seconds. But in heartheats. |

heartbeats.
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An B-cylinder engine is always somathing special. And in this vehicle, it's something
quite special. It sounds good - so good in fact that you'll prefer driving it with the
hood down for this reason alone. And it's got performance - 2894 kKW (400 bhp)
power takes the Z8 from a standstill to 100 kmv'h in less than 5 seconds; while the

engine remains perfectly calm and composed.




Each incomparable day on Jamaica was matched by a perfect evening. The mix of chirp-
ing cicadas, tinkling glasses. cool [azz and the discreetly murmured convargation of tha
guests produces a unigue ambience. Over seafood and rum cocktalls, the bare assentials,
the newly acquired yacht receives universal acclaim, the political situation is discussed
and the latest information about the other guests is exchanged. In fact, nothing much has

changed.
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Travellers are often asked where moit and where to.

However, the question of how is more interesting.

“Q" driving the Z8, even the most beautiful destination is relative. Not jusl because you're sitting under cpen
“'FDGH. Every touch on

Jl:uriiy will impress any d

skies but because of the enthusiasm engandered by Lhis, possibly the finest mode of

th i i ; t i
e stearing wheel is immediately transmitted to the front wheels and to the tautly engineered running gear - as though the car obeys your vary thoughts. lts comering

rivar — and yet the Z8 remains master of this situation at all times, It's almost a pity thal you're at your destination so quickly
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Mot everyone who spent time in Jamaica did so solely for reasons of relaxation. It was
here, for example, that the British author, lan Fleming, dreamed up the world's most fam-
ous secret agent up to now: James Bond. And, again and again, in the stories about
007 you keep finding echoes of the luxurlous life which surrounded Fleming in Jamaica.
The 28 fits perfectly into a world full of style and good taste. Because its design is time-
less. No detall, nothing about it has been left to chance. Everything has been tailor-made

to create a perfected overall optical impression.




Jamaica, then: the days were endless and yet seemed too short. Sunbathing and the beach, champagne and cocktails, The men were charming and possessed style; the ladies radiated an au

elegance. They both had money. Perhaps the world sesmed a little less importunate than today; what thesa paople got up to filled the pages of the world's tabloid press.
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Every {18MEN} counts.

Good light means good vision - and good vision enhances safety. Therefore, only the latest lighting technology is used in the Z8. Naturally, that
means xenon headlights with high luminosity and highly effective signalling. In addition, we've gone forinnovation - for example, with the neon light

technology used in the side indicators, the tall lights and the brake lights: Because in many situations not being noticed would be out of place.




Every member of the illustrious Port Antonio soclety had his own method of dealing with the heat of the long summer days. Dry Martinis on ice, screened by a shady veranda was one way. Diving

the cool water was another. Whatever refreshment was chosen, the main thing was that it should be siylish and achieve the desired result.




sky

Even in a paradise like Jamaica, it rains sometimes. A good job that the Z8 retains its ele-

gant appearance even with the hood raised. And for cooler periods, it also comes

The has many colours.

equipped with a hardtop as standard.




It may seem unusual to find a sports car with a GPS navigation system. However, we believe that in the future this technology should be fitted

as standard in every car. After all, you want to concentrate on the driving - and not have to stop every two kilometres to ask the way.

what's the benefit of a avigation syst m? Ask any eafarer.
n e S




Looks fast.
Is fast.

Fills you with enthusiasm fast.

One glance under the long bonnet of the BMW Z8 confirms your initial impressions. Things
are enormously powerful in the world of the Z8. With a cubic capacity of approximately

5 litres, the driver can lean back and relax - or let himself be pressed firmly into his seat,

just as he likes.
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The ideal material for t

engineering

can be found here on the side of the street.

Bamboo, seen here growing In profusion on Bamboo Avenue, is keenly sought after in
scaffolding construction. The main requirements are great rigidity and strength combined
with low weight. The same requirements apply to a sports car. That's why the Z8's body-

waork - except tor the bumpers - consists entirely of aluminium.




Passion is not a sensation usually experienced by design engineers.

Unless they work for BMW.
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The whole is more than the sum of its parts.

Much more.




Tha driver, the car, the road - a combination which, as long as L invalves the Z8; always

leads to g positive resull sheerdriving pleasure In its purast formi The cantrally positionad
displays - don | intarrupt the ariver faw ol the road. The informaton supplied by the

nstruments bece a sacondary mattér whan the Z8 s given its tres ren







You shouldn't just concenirate on exiernal appearances.

Although it's sometlimes worth 1.




The driving force behind the

Z8 is its power plani.




Aluminium and bamboo have more in comman than you might think: both sre extremaely light but snormously strong, Tha backbone of the BMW
Hard shell-zdi contre Z8 Is the self-supporting spaceframe structira. Just llke the outer skin, It Is manufactured solely from aluminlum, This design principle has
. achieved high torsional rigidity - particularly important for an open sports car that does not have the additional strength provided by a fixed

roof, Other advantages are low waight and excellent crash protection|




The best we could fit

into a sports ear.

The wra-modearn rupning gear (& basad on-an fuminiem ot axle and.a lightweighl
mililink rer axlé The weaight distribution Is a pérfect 50:50, [roducing well balanced
hand||hg. charactarisfics, evan an the imik The 18 inzh light alicy whaeiz: with five double
spakes aiss play theirgan since thaid low wsidnl reduces unsprung mass: L goes withaul
saying Tnat the BMW 28 olars Gomenng Brake Conitrol (GBG), Autamiatie Stabillty Cantrol
and Tractian (ABCT) and. I géneration, Dynamic Statlfity Contrdl (DST) as mtandand
And - bociiise this is 4 BMW, boh can be switchetl ol If you occaaianally allaw the Z8 ta

g used on e racelraisk
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Anyone lucky enough to be able to hold onto a dream shouldn’t hesitate for long.




BEMW Z8

The Ultimate
Driving Machine




